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In this sentence—1879—lies the seed from which sprang Toynbee HaU—1884.
In practice the intercourse so ardently desired between the East End and West End had already begun, for the Hon. Secretaries were Mr. Fred Rogers, a working book-binder of Mile End,E., and Mr. Alfred Milner, of ClavertonStreet, S.W. As an outcome of their fruitful co-operation more students had joined and my husband's anxiety was to hold them together.
1881.—Professor Henry Morley gave the opening address in our schools and about 200 students joined, a nucleus of earnest workers. One sign of their earnestness is the formation of an Adam Smith Club, which now meets regularly for the study and discussion of questions of Political Economy. Another sign is the readiness with which a plan for visiting museums, etc., on Saturdays has been taken up. It will be a pity if this beginning is left to perish. I. see great difficulty in carrying it on.
Tho difficulties are not mentioned, for in the Reports care was taken not to wound the parishioners, but the miserable accommodation in the school-rooms, and the rough conduct in the streets, seriously aiTected the regular attendances of the 200 students. However, nothing daunted the courage of that group of early educationalists, and the next year the Committee decided to reduce the fee to one shilling per course of ten lectures. The effect made a deep and lasting impression on us both. It is so difficult when one has never felt poverty to believe that two shillings can make so much difference, especially when it is to obtain an advantage spread over a whole three months, and the enlightenment saddened us.
1.884.-—The reduction of tho fco to one shilling operated so as to bring over #00 students to the classes, of whom 50 offered themselves for examination. The result is most encouraging to a Committee, which, in the face of disappointment, refused to believe that the highest education was unfitting to God's children because they were poor, if it be the difference between one shilling and throe. nhillingH which has kept them so long out of their inheritance, the fact is one to be remembered by those who wante much on what profits no one.
In 1884 Toynbee Mall was opened and the University Extension Society welcomed within its walls* My husband